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THE CREATIVE EXPERIMENT, by C. M. Bowra. New York:
Grove Press, An Evergreen Book,
1958. 255 pp.. $1.75. A continental
presentation of the European poetic
landscape between 1910 and 1930.
The atmosphere of the age is reflected by po~ts in vocabulary and
content says frofessor Bowra, and
also by their considered judgment of
effect, spheres of experience suitable
for poetry, and the degree of free expression sought by the creative spirit.
Bowra analyzes the work of Guillaume Appollinaire, Constantine
Cavafy, Mayakovsky and ~f>ris Pasternak, Federico Ga~ia ~ Lorca,
Rafael Alberti, and T. S. Eliot.
CALL ME ISHMAEL, by Charles
Ols~n. New York: Grove Pr~ss, An
Ev¢rgreen Book, 1958. 119 pp: Cloth
$2.75. Paper $1.25. The work of a
poet and not without scholarship,
Call Me Ishmael enables the serious
reader to explore Herman Melville's
Moby Dick in a rewarding and enlightened way. Charles Olson is, in
fact, a highly regarded poet, and his
classic eleven-year-old study of Melville is an example of the creative
stature good criticism can attain.
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EVERGREEN REVIEW, No. 3,
ed. by Barney Rosset and Donald
Allen. New York: Grove Press, An
Evergreen Original, 1958. 160 pp.
$1.00. Showing a stronger editorial
control than such periodicals as New.
W orId Writing, New Directions,
etc., the Evergreen Review NO.3
contains an essay on Capital punish- .
ment by Albert Camus, a short story
by Eugene Ionesco, a first published
story by Patsy Southgate, photographs of Jackson Pollock by Hans
Namuth. There are other poems,
other stories. It's too bad about the
letter from Gary Snyder, apparently
out of his subterranean depth in
Kyoto, Japan, where he contemplates
"the dozens of really ancient statues,
carved wood little waked-up cats
with gone looks & secret hipster
smiles. . . ."
J

IMAGE AND IDEA, 1>Y Philip
Rahv. New York: New Directions,
1957; 253 pp. $1.35· A collection of
related literary essays and sketches,
most of them previously published
in various of the better '1ittle"
magazines. Rahv concentrates particularly on Henry James, HJlwthome, Tolstoy, and Kafka, but
another dozen writers, from Gogol
to Eliot, are treated to lesser degree.
This book is well beyond standard
literary criticism. It is lucid, warm,
and impelling, by a mature critic
who knows how to write with grace
and to think with originality. The
principal essay on Tolstoy is superb..
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THE BLIND OWL, by Sadegh
Hedayat. Translated by D. P. Costello. New York: Grove Press, An
Evergreen Original, 1958. 134 pp.
$145. A strange book by a writer
whom the Persians consider their
greatest novelist of the century. It
traces, by means of elaborate symboIs, which are gradually clarified
through repetitions, the mental decay and moral collapse of a sensitive
pen case decorator whose wife is unfaithful to him and whom he eventually murders.
i

NM.Q.;

Roman summer with a less-thanvirtuous Italian doctor and finds that
self-respect can be regained in unexpected. ways. The fruit of pride is
bitter and blood}'.
FIFTEEN BY THREE, by R. V.
Cassill, Herbert Gold, and James B.
Hall. New York: New Directions,
1957.248 pp.. $1.35· An excellent secondary source for the development of
the modem short:;Story, Fifteen by
Three contains five stories each by
Cassill, Gold, and Hall, plus an introduction in which each explains the
whys and wherefores of his writing.
Reprints such Cassill favorites as
"Larchmoor Is Not the World" and
"The Life of the Sleeping Beauty,"
an interesting selection of Herbert
Gold's jungle-ehildhood stories, and
the parachute-pantomime, army stories of Mr. Hall.

THE DARK AGES, by W. P. Ker.
New York: New American Library,
Mentor, 1958. 236 pp. $ .50. First
published in 1904t this classic history
of early medieval literature is now
reprinted as an inexpensive paperback. Ker was himself a classic - a
Scottish-born literary historian of
Oxford and other British universities, who died in 1922 at the age of THIRTY STORIES, by Kay Boyle.
sixty-three while climbing a moun- New York: New Directions, 1957.
tain in Italy. His complete and pre- 362 pp. $145. Here are reprints of
cise, but far from dull, survey of the thirty of Miss Boyle's craftsmanlike
literature of Europe from Iceland to short narratives, written between
Byzantium during the half-millen- 1927 and 1946. Subdivided into an
nium before 1100 A.D. again proves .Early Group, an Austrian Group, an
that the "Darkn Ages were full of English Group, a French Group, and
their own kind of rich light.
an American Group, the book includes such random favorites as "The
THE ALTARS OF THE HEART, White Horses of Vienna," "Their
by Richard Lebherz. New York: Name is Macaroni," and "Your Body
Grove Press, An Evergreen Original, Is a Jewel Box." An introduction by
1958. 127 pp. $1.25. A first novel David Daiches serves as a compliwherein a frustrated American mentary analysis of Miss Boyle's
schoolteacher falls in love .one work.
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THIS WAS A POET, a Critical Biography of Emily Dickinson, by
George Frisbie Whicher. Ann
Arbor: The University of Michigan
Press, 1957. 337 pp. $1.75. This Ann
Arbor reprint makes available one of
the most distinguished biographies
on Emily Dickinson, whom
Whicher calls "a metappysical ballerina." A map of Amherst as of 1873
and a facsimile reproduction of the
poetess' handwriting are bonus attractions in this handsomely-puttogether book, a complete story of a
compl~ life and a validation of
Emily Dickinson's poetry, truly an
"amethyst remembrance."
SELECTED POEMS, by H. D.
New York: Grove Press, 1957. 128
pp. $1-45. An Evergreen book of
poetry by Hilda Doolittle, this 'contains some of her early Imagist lyrics
and samplings of her later, more
traditional work. Subject and message are Sapphic, a fragmentary
brittleness gleaned from fire, flood
and olive tree.
A GUIDE TO C0NTEMPORARYFRENCH LITERATURE,
From Valery to Sartre, by Wallace
Fowlie. New York: Meridian Books,
1957. 312 pp. $1.45· A great deal of
information on a complex subject in
a small space. Fowlie traces the
modern literary developments, with
special emphasis on the post World
War II writers. The bibliography is
~excellent. Highly recommended.

I
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THE SUBTERRANEANS, by Jack
Kerouac. New York: Grov~ Press, An
Evergreen Book, 1958. 111 PP,·$1.45.
The ~'beat generation" again, by the
grand-daddy of them all, Kerouac.
The novel, again an Evergreen Original, tells of the love of-Leo, the writ':'
er, _for Mardou, a beautiful Negro
girl, his "Funny Angel, elevated
amongst the subterreaneans."
THE RED AND THE BLACK, by
Stendahl. Translated by Lowell Bair,
with an introduction by Clifton
Fadiman. New York: Bantam Books,
1958. 506 pp. $ .75. A really good,
low-priced translation of Stendahl's
classic Le Rouge et le N oir which
should.do much to increase the reading public's, acquaintance with the
epic of the rise and fall of Julien
Sorel.
SELECTED WRITINGS OF
JULES LAFORGUE, edited and
translated by William Jay Smith.
New York: Grove Press, An Evergreen Book, 1956. 287 pp. -$1.75.
This is a rare treat-a translation
which is both accurate and interestingly presented. The poetic section .is a masterpiece of translation;
one could only wish for more. Laforgue has hitherto existed, unfortunately, only in poor translations,
and even those were rarely encountered. Smith's work should help to
remedy the ignorance of Laforgue
which is rather prevalent among
English-speaking readers.
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LITERATURE IN' AMERICA, two British and American poets who
edited by Philip Rahv. New York: are under forty years of age. Includes
Meridian Books, 1957· 452. pp. $1.95· poems by Adrienne Rich, Charles
A collection of critical essays by cre- Causley, Richard Wilbur, Keith
ators or critics of American literature Douglas, Vassar Miller, Kingsley
"in which the emphasis, as a whole Amis, Jon SiIkin, Elizabeth Jennings,
or in part, is on national characteris- and others. There is a favorable intics and relation to the national ex- ,troduction by Robert Frost.
perience." The forty essays include
Allen Tate's thoughts on Emily TEN SECONDS FROM NOW, by
. Dickinson, D. H. Lawrenc~'s study Kay Cicellis. New York: Grove Press,
of James Fenimore Cooper and the An Evergreen Book, 1957. 2.2.4 pp.
Leatherstocking sagas, Edmund Wil- $1.45. One of Grove Press' first ven- _,
son on Hemingway, Lionel Trilling tures into the publication of original
on Fitzgerald, De Voto on Mark fiction, .this is an eloquent novel of
light and dark loves and hates. The
Twain.
setting, a Greek radio station" is
THE NATURE OF LITERA- timelessness and Pete Kelly's Bl~es,
TURE, by Herbert Read. New cinema plots and siesta voices, reproYork: Grove Press, An Evergreen duced with evocative faithfulness by
Book, 1958. 381 pp. $1.95. A gen- Kay Cicellis who was first published
teel book, in general establishing the in this country by NMQ.
nature of psycho-analytical criticism,
and in particular discussing the lit- THREE GREAT IRISHMEN:
erary personalities of Malory, Smol- SHAW, YEATS, JOYCE, by Arlett, Sterne, the Brontes, Gerard land Ussher. New York: New AmerHopkins, Henry James, among oth- ican Library, Mentor, 1957. 132. pp.
ers. The essays in the present volume $ .50. Arland Ussher undertakes to
are of the diversified value of items criticize his elpers and fellowto be found in the rucksack of a Irishmen; develops trick phrases to
scholar gypsy.
describe them, dubbing Shaw "emperor and clown" ; Yeats, "man into
THE NEW POETS OF ENG- bird"; and Joyce, "Doubting ThomLAND AND AMERICA, edited ist and Joking Jesuit." Much of
and selected by Donald Hall, Robert Ussher's criticism is niggling - for
Pack, and Louis Simpson. New instance, he ~tates that the last pasYork: Meridian Books, 1957. 351 sage of "1'lie Dead" would crank
pp. $1-45. "Selections from the among the most magical paragraphs
poetry of a generation," this port- in English prose were it not for
manteau presents the work of fifty-\, the use of the over-prec~ous verb
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LITERATURE IN AMERICA,
edited by Philip Rahv. New York:
Meridian Books, 1957· 452 pp. $1.95·
A collection of critical essays by creators or critics of American literature
"in which the emphasis, as a whole
or in part, is on national characteristics and relation to the national experience." The forty essays include
Allen Tate's thoughts on Emily
Dickinson, D. H. Lawrence's study
of James Fenimore Cooper and the
Leatherstocking sagas, Edmund Wilson on Hemingway, Lionel Trilling
on Fitzgerald, De Voto on Mark
Twain.
THE NATURE OF LITERATURE, by Herbert Read. New
York: Grove Press, An Evergreen
Book, 1958. 381 pp. $1.95. A genteel book, in general establishing the
nature of psycho-analytical criticism,
and in particular discussing the literary personalities of Malory, Smollett, Sterne, the Brontes, Gerard
Hopkins, Henry James, among others. The essays in the present volume
are of the diversified value of items
to be found in the rucksack of a
scholar gypsy.

two British and American poets who
are under forty years of age. Includes
poems by Adrienne Rich, Charles
Causley, Richard Wilbur, Keith
Douglas, Vassar Miller, Kingsley
Amis, Jon Silkin, Elizabeth Jennings,
and others. There is a favorable in.troduction by Robert Frost.

TEN SECONDS FROM NOW, by
Kay Cicellis. New York: Grove Press,
An Evergreen Book, 1957. 224 pp.
$1.45. One of Grove Press' first ventures into the publication of original
fiction, this is an eloquent novel of
light and dark loves and hates. The
setting, a Greek radio station, is
timelessness and Pete KeIly's Blues,
cinema plots and siesta voices, reproduced with evocative faithfulness by
Kay Cicellis who was first published
in this country by NMQ.

THREE GREAT IRISHMEN:
SHAW, YEATS, lOYCE, by Arland Ussher. New York: New American Library, Mentor, 1957. 132 pp.
$ .5°. Arland Ussher undertakes to
criticize his elders and fellowIrishmen; develops trick phrases to
describe them, dubbing Shaw "emperor and clown"; Yeats, "man into
THE NEW POETS OF ENG- bird"; and Joyce, "Doubting ThomLAND AND AMERICA, edited ist and Joking Jesuit." Much of
and selected by Donald Hall, Robert Ussher's criticism is niggling - for
Pack, and Louis Simpson. New instance, he ~tates that the last pasYork: Meridian Books, 1957. 351 sage of ''TIle Dead" would rank
pp. $1-45. "Selections from the among the most magical paragraphs
poetry of a generation," this port- in English prose were it not for
manteau presents the work of fifty-" the use of the over-precious verb
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"swooned." And of Pygmalion:
"What a play ... [it] would have
made in the hands of a more subtle
ironistl" The book, full of heterocongenial, slangy phrases, is not so
much criticism as it is gossip, and
.gossip betokens Ussher's description
of his critical methodology: "the
continually shifting viewpoint."
THE READER'S COMPANION
TO WORLD LITERATURE,
General Editor Calvin S. Brown.
New York: New American Library,
Mentor, 1956. 493 pp. $ .50. An excellent companion book to go with
Shipley's Dictionary of World Literature. Not as comprehensive as alleged, though. Herman Hesse is not
even listed.
PAGEANT OF THE PIONEERS,
The Veritable Art of William H.
Jackson, by Clarence S. Jackson.
Minden, Nebr.: Pioneer Village,
1958. 96 pp. $4.00. William Henry
Jackson (1843-1942) is best known
as a pioneer photographer, recording
and helping make famous the landscapes and life of the Old West from
1866 onward. From 1870 until 1879
he served as a government photographer for the Hayden Geological
Survey of the Territories. This valuable book, prepared by his son, reproduces in color a series of paintings
Jackson made between the ages of
86 and 99, plus a quantity of on-thespot sketch~ from his Western
travels. The paintings and drawings

have a rugged, fresh quality, quite
unlike the saccharine art so often
associated with the nineteenth-century Western paintings. As graphic
descriptions of pioneer activitiescovered wagon trains, trail drives,
Pony Express rides,. battles, forts,
and India encounters - the pictures are
hful and revealing. Brief
captions, pho
phs and Jackson
mementos help to orient the reader.
<-

THREE PLAYS, by Ugo Betti.
Translated by Henry Reed. New
York: Grove Press, An Evergreen
Original, 1958. 283 pp. $1.75. Three
plays, Summertime, The Queen and
the Rebels, and Burnt Flower-bed,
by Ugo Betti, leading dramatist in
Italy in the generation that fOllowed
Pirandello. Of the plays, political in""
tone, universal in theme, the translator remarks: "they confront us with
a dramatist whose unusual maturity
of vision gives us pity and terror,
where we normally find only their
modem substitutes, pathos and hysteria." The cover design, by Roy
Kuhlman, is striking - a representation of charcoal flowers and splintered coin-of-the-realm on a maroon
background.

A WEEK IN TURENEVO AND
OTHER STORIES, by Alexei Tolstoy. New York: Grove Press, An
Evergreen Book, 1958. 187 pp. $1.75.
Five fairly long stories of rural, prerevolutionary Russia, Written in the
decade that particular world ended.

I
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No great literary efforts, they are,
however, seasoned and rewarding
tales of the miasma of nineteenthcentury provincial society, written'
by "the last of the Tolstoys."
TRIPS IN THE LAND
OF ENCHANTMENT, by Betty
Woods. Ed. by George Fitzpatrick.
Santa Fe: New Mexico Magazine,
1956. 264 pp. $2.00. Picturesque
journeys, with maps, to New Mexico's well and little-known points <;>£
., interest, from Aztec Ruins to Carlsbad Caverns, and Zuni Salt Lake to
Capulin National Monument. Based
on Betty Woods' informal monthly
101

N.M.Q.

column in New Mexico Magazine,
and generously illustrated in color
and black-and-white.,
PROUST: A BIOGRAPHY, by
Andre Maurois (trans. by Gerard
Hopkins). New York: Meridian
Books, 1958. 346 pp. $1.45. Maurois'
biography of Proust is informed and
interesting, but Maurois is an incurable romantic and his very direct
approach seems to be inadequate
when he attempts to portray one of
the most subtle and complex minds
of his generation. Maurois the
scholar fails Proust the artist.

GUIDE TO THE FISHES OF NEW MEXICO, by William J. Koster.
Albuquerque: Univ~rsity of New Mexico Press in cooperation with New
Mexico Department of Game and Fish. 124 pp., paper. $1.00. Sixteen families and some 85 species of fishes found in New Mexico are here described
for purposes of easy recognition. The 104 drawings by Dr. Koster are accurately based upon photographs but simplified and stylized so that they are
both graphic and handsome. The book is eminently useful to the layman
whether his emphasis is on natural history or knowledgeable fishing, and
serves as a convenient handbook for the ichthyologist. There are"pleasant
dividends for the reader, as will be seen from the section reproduced below
by permission of the publisher.

EEL FAMILY ANGUILLIDAE
\

AMERICAN

EEL

Published by UNM Digital Repository, 1957

Body very slender and elongate; fin continuous around
rear of body from near
middle of back to the anus.
American eel.

Anguilla rostrata (LeSueur)
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The shape of the eel in itself is' distinctive. The head is small, and
the body is slender and elongate. The pelvic fins are aJ?sent, and the
dorsal, caudal, and anal fins form a continuous fin around the end of
the body. The color grades from olive or brown on the back, through
yellowish on the sides, to whitish on the belly.
The eel is one of the most remarkable fishes in the world. The young
of our New Mexico eels, like those of all other American eels. are
hatched from eggs deposited in deep waters of the ocean north of the
West Indies. Curiously, the eggs of the European eel are also deposited
near. the W~t Indies. In the sea the tiny young grow into transparent,
,-,ribbon-shaped larvae that feed on minute plankton organisms. After
~t a year, when they are approximately 3 inches long, the larvae
transform into elvers, or baby eels, about 2 inches long. The elvers, too,
are nearly as transparent as glass. While in this stage, they reach the
coast, develop pigment, and begin to travel up streams. Since the males
tend to rcktain close to the ocean, probably all of our New Mexico
eels are fem\les. At present, eels are known only from the lower portions of the Pecos and the Rio Grande, but before the a9-.vent of Elephant Butte Dam, eels were known from the Rio Grande in northern
New Mexico. They have even been reported from the Rio Grande in
southern Colorado. This indicates that in addition to the long ocean
journey from near Bermuda to the mouth of the Rio Grande, our
New Mexico eels have traveled the entire length of the border between
Texas and Mexico and the length of New Mexico. After reaching full
size, which ordinarily occurs in about six to eight years, eels return to
the spawning grounds where they br~ed and die. During their return
journey, their appearance again changes. The color becomes more
silvery, the eyes get larger, and other peculiarities develop. Not all eels
migrate upon reaching full size, for some have been known to spend
as many as fifty years in fresh water. However, none breed in fresh
water.
, Inland, eels are found in the deeper holes of the rivers and canals
and in the accessible lakes and ponds. Here they feed, largely at night]
on all sorts of animal material, whether it be dead or alive. Insects,
worms, crayfish, fish, fish eggs, and many other items are included in
their diet. In other parts of the country, eels have been' observed to
leave the water and to feed in damp places. This habit has enabled
them to bypass some dams.
The eel is a delicious food fish although many despise it because of
its snakelike shape. It may be caught by still-fishing With worms or
other animal bait.

.
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